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Foranon-kanjiJapaneselanguageleamerwhousesthealphabet

towritehismothertongue,especiallyabeginner,itissaidthattolookat

kanjicharactersandthenunderstanditsstructureisadifficultproblem，

thoughheiSexpectedtorecognizequitecomplicatedkanjisfromthe

beginning､These。ayssometeacherstrytodeviseakalljiintroduction

methodwhichgivesinfOmlationaboutthekanjistructureorwhichtrains

theleamertorecognizekanjistructurebefOretheｙｌｅａｍｔｈｅｋａｎｊｉ

themselves．

lnthisresearch，thekanjiintroductionmethodwhichgave

infOrmationaboutkanjistructurewasnamed1'structureinstruction⑪and

thekanjiintroductionmethodbystrokeorder,whichisthemostwidely

usedinstructionmethod，wasnamedmstrokeorderinstruction叩．The

effectonkanjicharacterrecognitionbythetwodifferentkanji

introductionmethodswerecomparedthroughtheanalysisofthechanges

ineyemovementbefbreandaftertrainingofnon-kanjiJapaneselanguage

leamerswhohadneverbeenexposedtokanjibefOre、Thetaskinvolved

learningquitedifficultkanjisbythetwodifferentmethods・Todetermine
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thenatureofthechangesmeyemovement,３groupsofpeople(non-kanji

fOreigners,intermediatelearners,andJapanesenatives）werepresented

withidenticalkanjiasstimulus・

Inthefirstexperiment,mwhichtheeyemovementsofnon-kanji

fbreigners，intennediateleamersandJapanesenativeswerecompared，it

wasshownthateyemovementsofnon-kanjifOreignersweredifferent

fromthoseofmtelmediatelearnersandJapanesenatives;thefixationsof

non-kanjifbreignerswereofshorterdurationthanthoseofothcrsubjects

andtheireyemovementscontinuedwithoutstoppmg，orwerescattered

abouttheoutlineofthekanjLFixationsoftheothersubjectsoccurTed

mainlyinonepartofthekanjiwhichwasquitecomplicatedandwas

situatednearthecenteroftheletter，ThisresultseemstocolTespondto

thebeliefthatitisdifficultfOranon-kanjileamertopercievekanji

structure、１，ｔhisexperiment，thedifferencesbetweenmtermediate

leamersandJapanesenanveswerealsoobserved，Fixationsof

intemlediatelearnersweremuchmoreconcentratedintheafOre-

mentionedcentral,complexpartofthekanji・Thisfirstexprimentwould

seemtomdicatethatthenon-kanjifbreigner，sfixationsandfixation

distributｉｏｎｗｉｌｌｂｅｃｏｍｅｓｉｍｉｌａｒｉｎｎａｔｕｒｅｔｏthoseofmtermediate

leamers．

lnthesecondexperiment,afterleamingquitedifficultkanjiby

thetwodifferentkanjiintroductionmethods,non-kanjiJapaneselearner0s

eycmovementchangeswerecomparedTwelvenon-kanjisubjectswere

dividedintwogroupsandleamedatotall6kanjieachGroup-Aleamed

８kanjibystructureinstruction,thenleamed8kanjibystrokeorder

instruction、Ｇｒｏｕｐ－Ｂｌｅａｍｅｄｔｈｅｆｏｒｍｅｒ８ｋａｎｊｉｂｙstrokeorder
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instruction,thenleamedthelatter8kanjibystructuremstruction・The

twoinstructionperiodsoccurredmoppositesequencetodetelmineif

instructionorderhadaneffect、Aftereachleamingperiod，theeye

movementsofsubjectswhenpresentedwiththcsame6sUmuluskanji

weremeasured・Threekaｎｊｉｗｅｒｅｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｇｒｏｕｐｏｆ８ｗｈｉｃｈｗｅｒe

leamedinthefirstleammgsession,theotherwerefrom8whichwere

leamtinthesecondleammgsession

Thefbllowingresultswereobserved:（１）aftertheleamingperiod，

thefixationsofnon-kanjiJapaneseleamersincreasedindurationand

gatheredmainlymonepartofthekanjilikethoseofintem1ediate

leamers､Thisisinagreementwiththeresultsofthefirstexpenment;(2)

Aftereachleamingsession,thefixationsofGroup-A（whohadstructure

instructionfbllowedbystrokeorderinstmction）wereconcentratedin

thecentral，complexpartofthekanji、Thefixationsinthesecond

measureｍｅｎｔｗａｓｖｅｒｙｓｉｍｉｌａｒｔｏｔｈｏｓｅｏｆｔｈｅmtermediateleamers，

thoughthefixationsofintenncdiateleamerswerestillmore

concentrated；（３）onlytheflxationdistributionpatteminthefirst

measurememofGroup-B（whohadstrokeorderinstructionfbllowed

successivestructureinstruction）showedanunusualpattemwhen

compaｒｅｄｔｏｔｈａｔｏｆｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｓ・Thefixationsafterthefirstleaming

sessionofGroup-B（bystrokeorderinstruction）gatheredtotherightof

theplacewherethefixationsoftheotherswereconcentrated・Butthe

fixationdistributionafterthesecondleamingsessionofGroup-B

(structureinstruction）showedthesamepattemsastheothers;（４）For

bothgroups,thefirstmeasurementthefixationdistributionfbrkanjithat

weresuｐｐｏｓｅｄｔｏｂｅｌｅａｍｅｄｉｎｔｈｅｓｅｃｏｎｄｓｅｓsｉｏｎｓｈｏｗｅｄｔｈｅｓａｍｅ
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pattemsasthatforkanjiaheadyleamedmthefirstsession・

Result(1)suggeststhatleamingkanjihasaninfluenceontheway

welookatkanji・Result(4)suggeststhattheinstructionmethｏｄｈａｓａｎ

ｉｎｎｕｅｎｃｅｏｎｔｈｅｗａｙｗｅｐｅｒｃｉeveunknownkanji､Results(2)ａｎｄ（３）

showedthattherearedifferencesineyemovementsdependmguponthe

typeofinstructionmethods､Itisseeninresult(2)thatinfbrmationabout

kanjistructuregivenbystructureinstructio､isretainedoverasucceeding

sessionofstrokeorderinstructionAlso，thefixationdistributionof

subjectsthathadstructureinstructionfirstbecameclosetotthatof

intelmediateleamersfasterthanthosethathadstrokeorderinstruction

first・Itwasfbundinresult(3)thatleamerslookedatkanjiinanunusual

waywhentheyfirstleamedcomplexkanjibystrokeorderinstruction，

andthattheylookedatkanjiinthenormalwayaftertheyhadstructure

instructionThisdifferenceseemestobetheresultofknowledgeabout

kalljistructureinfOrmation・

Theaboveresultsabovesuggestthatstructureinstructionasakanji

introductionmethodismoreeffectivethanstrokeorderinstructionin

increasmgtheabilityoflearnerstorecognizekanjicharacters．
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