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Summary

ThispaperintroducesanewmultimediacoursewarefbrJapanese
languagelearningdevelopedasafiuitofthejointresearchprOjectbyThe
JapａｎｍＭＣｏ.,ＴｈｅＮＩＥ（EducationalCoandtheauthorffomTohoku

UniversityThismateriali、ｏｎｅＣＤ－ＲＯＭｄｉｓｋｗｉｔｈ２４ｄｉｇｉｔｉｚｅｄｖｉdeoskits
fbcusesondeveIopingleamersiabiIitiesofcopingwithvalioussituationsin
JapaneveniftheirknowledgeandskillsinJapaneseareIimitedSomeideas
onhavingthistypeofi1selfaccessoImaterialworkasaclassroomactMty
resourcearealsodiscussed

1.Introduction

Withthedevelopmentofbothhardwareandsoftware,thelanguage

teachingenvironmenthasgreatlychangedltisnowtechnicallypossibleto

integratecolorfUlanimationorauthenticscenes丘omvideomoviesinto

languageleammgmaterialsWhileallowingteachersmoreBeedomin

designingmateria1s,themuItimediaenvironmentraisesanissueofhowwe

canefYbctivelyutilizeitindevelopingmaterials

AnewCD-ROMtitle,00Japanese:DailyConversationfbrBeginners１１，

canbeofthestimulustodiscussthisissueThismultimediacoursewareonthe

WINDOWShasbeendeveIopedunderthejointresearchprq)ectThelBM

Japanprovidestechnicalresources,andtheNIZ（EducationalhandIesthe

videoandsoundresourcestogetherwiththescreendesignTheauthoris

responsiblefbrthecurTiculumdesignandtheexplanationonJapanese

Ianguage

ltisoneofthefirstmaterialfbrJapaneselanguageleamingthat

containsdigitizedvideoｓｋｉｔｓｏｎａＣＤ－ＲＯＭＩｔｉｓｐｒｉｍａｒｉｌｙｄｅsignedtoglve
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noviceleamersaclearⅥewofhowJapaneselanguageisusedinvanous

situationswhichtheywilldefinitelycomeacrossinJapan

2.Technicalinlbrmationandthesystemrequirememts

Fortheprogramming,VisuaIBasicandClanguageareusedVideo

resourcesaredigitizedusingtheVideofbrWindowsversionL1andthevideo

skitsareplayedintherateofl5ffamesperasecond

ApersonalcomputerwhoseCPUisfasterthani486DX2501VEIzand

has8MBormorememory,withadoublespeedCD-ROMdriveandavideo

cardof640x480dotand256colormodeisnecessaryAsanoperatmg

system,MicrosoftWindows3」isemployedSincealltheJapaneseletters

appearedonthescreenhavemadeintographicdata,noJapanesefbntis

requiredAWINDOWSsupportsoundsoftwareshouldalsobeinstalled

3.Characteristicsofthecou庵eware

Themainfbaturesofthecoursewarearebrieflydescribedbelow．

1)Naturallanguageresources

AstheFigurelshows,lZtopicswith24digitizedvideoskitspresentawide

rangeofnaturalexpressionstohelplearnerstogetusedtotheJapanese

communicationstyles

2)Communicationstrategies

Thematerialshowsleamersalotofexamplesoftheusesofcommumcation

strategiesthathelpsthemtocopewithvariousreallifbsituationswithrather

limitedvocabulalyandexpressions

3)Freeofaccess
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LeamerscanstroI1aboutthecoursewareastheyIikeSincealll2topicsare

selfLcontained,aleamercanstartleamingJapanesefiFomthetopicwhich

he/shethinksmostrelevantandnecessary．

FigureLTopicMenuscreen

4)Transcriptions

Consideringthediversityofthelearnerneeds,thecoursewaretranscribesthe

conversationintwodifTbrentwritingsystemsFortheleamerswhowouldlike

tofbcusonoralcommunication,theromanizedtranscriptionispreparedFor

thosewhowanttostudytheJapanesewayofwritmｇａｓwell,transcriptionsin

Japaneseordinarywritingstylewithhiragana,katakanaandkanjicharacters

willhelptheirstudy

5)Practices

Oneachlessonscreen,ａｓｓｈｏｗｎｉｎＦｉｇｕｒｅ２,aIIrepeato1anda11roleplayII

fimctionbuttonsareplacedbesidethevideoscreenUsingthesefimctions,a

leamerｃａｎｐ｢acticethephrasesandexpressionsintheconversationby

repeatinglinebyIineorbytakingoneofthe｢olesintheskitlfthehardware

hasrecordingfhciIities,itisalsopossibletomakethe1irepeatiifimctionto

1'recordoIandtopIaybackoneosownperfbrmanceontherole
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Figure2・videoskitscreenwithfimctionbuttons

6)Drills

Twokindsofdrills:pattemdrillandlisteningdrillareequippedwhere

necessaly・ThepattemdrilIhandlesakeyexpressioninthetopicJtisasimple

substitutiondrill,butsincethecuewordsfbritareshownincomprehensive

pictures,aleamercanexpandhis/hervocabularythroughthedrillThe

listemngdrillencouragetheuseofastrategytopickuptheneeded

infbnnationfomtheflowofnaturalconversation

7)Grammaticalinfbrmation

Someleamersprefbrtoapproachfbreignlanguageleamingbyunderstanding

itsgrammaticalrules,whiIeothersliketoIeamwithoutbeingbotheredbythe

rulesForthosewhowanttohavethesystematicexplanationsonbasic

syntacticalfeatureofJapanese,verbconjugationrules,honorificandhumble

fbnnsystemsandsofbrth,someinfbrmationareprovidedundertheExtra

fimctiontoallowleamersrefbrtothemwheneverneeded

8)Prosodyinfblmation

lnoralcommunication,prosodyisquiteimportanttoconveytheintended

meaningWhenaleamerpressesNotesbuttontoaccessexplanationon
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phrasalorclausalexpression,theintonationpattemoftheexpressionisshown

byaredlineonthehiraganawTitingofthattargetexpressionasshownin

Figure3．

Figure3,TheprosodyindicationontheNotesScreen

9)Userinterfhce

Writteninstructiontousethecoursewareseldomappearsonthescreen，

becauseitmightilTitatetheuserwhenonegetsusedtotheprogramEvery

topichasthesamefbnnatlesttheleamersshouldgetlostinthecourseware

BeautifhIlydesignedscreenwithitsconsistencyteIIsleamerswhichfimctionis

availableonthespot．

4.Classroomuse

AlthoughthiscoursewarehasbeendevelopedprimarilyfbrtheselfE

accessstudymaterialfbrthesurvivallevel,italsohasgoodpossibilitiestobe

introducedtotheclassroomasthestimulusproviderfbrgroupactivitiesJf

onepersonalcomputerandaprOjectorareavailable,thevideoskitsinthｅ

ＣＤ－ＲＯＭｃａｎｂｅｕｓｅｄａｓｒｏｌｅｐｌａｙｍｏｄｅ１s,discussionstarters,resourcesto

expandtheconve｢sationandsofbrthThelisteningdriｌｌｓｃａｎａｌｓｏｂｅｇｏｏｄ
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resourcestodevelopclassroomactivitiessuchastasklistenings，awareness

raisingactivitiesfbrsociolinguisticphase,ｅｔｃ．

5.FuturepelaSpeCtive

ThemultimediamaterialfbrJapaneselangUageleaminghasjust

startedtobedevelopedandtobeusedinlanguagecourses,whileitcanbea

powerfUltooltomaketheleamingenvironmentmorereal,interactive,and

interestingDevelopingsuchamaterial,however,requireslotsoftime,energy

andresourcesanditdoesnotseemtobeagoodideafbreveryteacherto

devoteallhis/hertimetothemultimediamaterialdevelopmentthatexactlyfits

tothecIassWhatweneednowbestisinnovativeusersofthiskindof

materiaIsBefbrewehavecometoenjoyvariousmultimediamaterialsin

teachingandleamingJapaneselanguage,itwillbemostneededtohave

innovativeandcriticalusersoftbematerialsinthisnewlydeveloping

categoly．
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