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Thegoalofthisresearchistodetcrminethesyntacticconstructionsthatare

usedtointroducenewtopicsintothediscoursebuildingonSunakawa1s

(1995b)analysisofcopulaconstructionsinwrittenJapanese・Basedonan

analysisoftherclationbctwcenthepresentativcfUnctionandprinciplesof

wordorderinexistentialandcopulasentencesinJapanese,Idemonstrate

that

(1)existentialandcopulasentencesarethetwomostfrequentlyused

constructionsfbrtheintroductionofnewtopics，

(2)inbothoftheseconstructions,thenewlyintroducedtopicsarep1aced

towardtheendofthesentence．

IconcludethatJapaneseexistentialandcopulaconstructionsbavewhat

Hetzron(1975:374)rcferstoasthepresentativefimction,ie,they

fUnctiontocallI1specialattentiontooneelcmentofthesentencefbrrccall

inthcsubsequentdiscourseorsituation・iIHetzrona1soindicatesthatone

exponcntofthisfUnctionispresentativemovementthatmbringsthe

elementinquestiontoascntence-final,oratleasttoa1aterthanusual，

position､i1Japancseexistcntialandcopulasentencesareamanifestationof

thispresentativemovement．

lncontrast,Sunakawa(1994)showstbatinonetypeofthecopula
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construction,Ａ２ａＢｄａｉＡｉｓＢ',theprcposedrCferentAtendstopersistin

thefbllowingdiscoursc､Sunakawa(fbrthcoming)demonstratesthatthere

aIcatleasttwotypesofAgaBda-Cons(ructionsIthei1topicsettingtypeiI

andthe11subjecthighlightingtype1'.Ｗhilethepostposedreferentsintopic

settingcopulaconstrucUonにndtobetopicsinthesubsequentdiscourse，

thepreposedreferentsinsubjecthighlightingconstructionstendtobe

referentsthatcanbceasilyrecaUedwhenusedlaterinthesubsequent

discourse．

Iassumethatthereareatleasttwostratcgiesinvolvedinusingthe

prescntativefUnction:(1)toplacethereferenttowardstheendofthe

sentenceand(2)tohighlighttherefercntbyplacingitatthebeginningof

thesentence・Themotivationfbrbothstmtegiesiｓｔｏｉｍｐにssthereferentin

thehearer1smemorysothatitiseasytoにcallwhcnlaterused．
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