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Itisbroadlysaidthatkanjihampersleamerswithalphabetical
backgroundsfiPomreadingJapanese・Thelearnersmayhavedeveloped
wordrecognitionskillsthroughreadingtheirnativelanguages,however，
theycannotsuccessfhllyprocesskanji-writtenwordswiththeprocessing
codewithwhichtheyarefamiliar．

Thepaperarguesthedevelopmentofgraphemicawarenessisessentialfbr
leamersofJapanesewithnopnorexpenenceofleamingacharacter-based
languagefbrsuccessfhlprocessingofkanji・Graphemicawarenessrefers
toanawarenessthatgraphemecanbetheunitofanalysis．

Inthepaper,ananalysisoftheresultsobtainedftomkanjiquizzes,which
weregiventoassessleamers，graphemicawarenessafterkanjiwas
introducedwithbackgroundinfbrmation,isreported．

Thestudyrevealedthat，evenafterhavingreceivedexplicitinputsof
meaningandpronunciationsymbols，ｌ）learnerswithalphabetical
backgroundsmayprocesskalljibyvisualassociation,2)leamersmaynot
begoodatsegmentingkanjiintoeachgrapheme,and3)leamersmaynot
beusingmeaningorpronunciationsymbolsfbraccessinglexicalmemory．

Thesefindingsimplythatleamersdonotpossessufficientgraphemic
awareness,andthattheawarenessmaynottobedevelopedeasily．
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