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Ｔｈｅｐｕｒｐｏｓｅｏｆｔｈｉｓｓｔｕｄｙｉｓｔｏｆｉｎｄｏutwhichfactorsinfluence

thedifficultyinJapanesereadingitemswithinamultiple-choice

testingformat，

５０readingcomprehensionitemstakenfrom5readmgtestsforcollege

levelforeignstudentswasthedatausedAccordingtotheprescription

ofreadingtasｋｔｙｐｅｓｂｙ“ShutsudaiKijun”（Associationoflntemational

Education，JapanandTheJapanFoundation,1994)，Icategorized50items

mtotasktypegroups，andcomparedthecorrectoptionpercentageof

theitems、

Thefo11owingthreepointswerethefocusofthisanalysis．

(1)Canthedifferencesintextdifficultyaloneexplainthedifferences

indifficultyamongthe5tests？

(2)Isthereanyobservabletendencyinreadingitemdifficultydepend-

iｎｇｏｎｔｈｅｔａｓｋｔｙｐｅ？

(3)Whatarethefactorswhichseemtoinfluencereadingitemdifficulty

besidesdifficultyoftextandｔｙｐｅｏｆｔａｓｋ？

Tｈｅｐｒｉｍａｒｙａｉｍｏｆｔｈｉｓｓｔｕｄｙｗａｓｏｎ（２）ａｎｄ(3)．Negatlonof（１）ｗａｓ
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takenhereasapresupposotionfor（２）ａｎｄ(3)．

Asaresultofmyanalysis，thefollowingtendencieswereobserved．

a)Thedifficultyintasksaboutlanguageformandvocabularydiffers

dependingonwhetherthecorrectoptioｎｃａｎｂｅｒｅａｃｈｅｄｗｌｔｈｔｈｅｈｅｌｐ

ｏｆｔｈｅｃontextinformation

b)Whenthereader'soutside-text-knowledgeissignificantinchosing

thecorrectoption，theitemtendstobedifficult．

c)Thedifficultyinaconjunction-insertingtaskisinfluencedmoreby

theclearnessoftherelationbetweentheparts(sentencesorpara-

graphstobeconnected）thanthedifficultyoftheconjunctionform

itself

d)Aparagraph-orderingtaskwhichｒｅｑｕｉｒｅｓａｓｋｉｌｌｔｈａｔｉｓｎｏｔｕｓｅｄｉｎ

ｕsualreadingtendstobeverydifficult,

e)Itseemsmoredifficulttofindwhatｌｓｎｏｔｓａｉｄｉｎｔｈｅｔｅｘｔｔｈａｎｔｏ

ｆｉｎｄｗｈａｔｌｓｓａｉｄｉｎｔｈｅｔｅｘｔ．

f)Themoreplausibletbeincorrectoptionis，ｔｈｅｍoredifficultthe

itemtendstobe

g)Whenthereislexicaloverlapbetweenthewordsinthecorrect

optionanｄｔｈｅｗｏｒｄｓｉｎｔｈｅｔｅｘｔ，ｔｈｅｉｔｅｍｔｅｎｄｓｔｏｂｅｅａｓｉｅｒ・On

thecontrary，whenthereislexicaloverlapbetweenthewordsin

theincorrectoptionａｎｄｔｈｅｗｏｒｄｓｉｎｔｈｅｔｅｘｔ，theitemtendsto

bemoredifficult．

(SannoCollege）
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