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Pedagogical Implications for College Level JSL Education:
An Analysis on Negative Expressions from "Shinsho Library"

Kanako KUDO
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text type differences, “"Shinsho Library"

1. The purpose of the study

JSL (Japanese as a second language) students in Japanese
universities need to acquire not only technical Japanese for their own major
field of study, but also basic academic Japanese, in order to successfully
conduct their course work. The reading support system "Shinsho Library”,
consisting of eight texts from Shinsho books, is designed for those students
who have finished an advanced Japanese course and who want to further
develop their vocabulary by extensive reading of college level reading
materials.

Though vocabulary as a limiting factor in reading comprehension is
emphasized, many other factors also apparently make students’' reading
comprehension difficult. One of these is the complicated usage of negative
expressions in the texts. This study, therefore, attempts to clarify how
negative expressions are used in the Shinsho books and attempts to provide
pedagogical implications for college level JSL classrooms. Specifically, this
study will analyze the following aspects of the negative expressions in
relation to the text types: frequency, grammatical patterns of high frequency,
archaic expressions, and rhetorical expressions.

2. Data

The eight texts of the "Shinsho Library" were classified into four text
types: essay (ronsetsu), expository (ronjutsu), explanatory (kaisetsu) and
theoretical (kijutsu). All the negative expressions that include negative
adjectives (nai, ikenai), auxiliaries (-nai, -mai, -zu, -nu) or suffixes (-nikui, -
kaneru, -zurai) were extracted from the texts and quantified in frequency.

3. Analyses
First, the frequency of negative expressions (ie. the number of



