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Ｔｈｅｐｕｒｐｏｓｅｏｆｔｈｉｓｓｔｕｄｙｉｓｔｏａｎａｌｙzetheexamplesofkoto

occurringmreadmgmaterialsextractedhomshmshotofindoutwhatkoto

expressionsareusedandiftherea正anytendenciesinthecontextsmwhich

kotoisused,comparedwithKisakais(1988)analysisofnovels

ThefbUowingtwopointsarethefbcusofthisstudy、

１)Whatkotoexpressionsareusedinshinshoandwhatistheir分equency？

２)lnwhatsentencepatternsdoeskotoappearandhowmanytimesdoes

eachsentencepatternusingkotooccur？

ThematerialsfbranalysLsarethebegmningpartsofeighttexts，

whicharereadingmaterialsdevelopedbySuzuki(1998a)．Thetotalnumber

oflettersofthosematerialsisapproximately67,000．

Thisresearchconsistsoftwostudieslnthefirststudy，I1jstedall

theexamplesofkotofbundmtheeighttexts，classinedthemaccordingto

theirfblmandmeanmgorfilnction，countedthem，ａｎｄdeterminedthe

frequencyofappearanceThenlextractedthekoto-structures,whichshould

betaughtasapattemandwereusedwithhighfrequency,andanalyzed

them」nthesecondstudy,lclassihedtheexamplesofkotoextractedfmm

theeighttextsmto7kindsaccordmgtoKisakaWs(1988)classihcationofsix

kindsandtwelvepatterns、

Ａsaresultofmystudy,thefbllowingtendencieswereobserved

l)Thetotalnumberoftheexamplesofkotowas361Classifyingthem，

ｋｏｔｏｗａｓｎｏｔｕｓｅｄｏｆｔｅｎａｓａｎｏｕｎｗｉｔｈthesubstantialmeanmgofkoto（２

examples),butrather,wasusedmuchmorehequentlyasapseudo-noun

(359).Amongpseudo-nounakotowasusedmostfrequentlyaseitheranoun

withanommamzmgfimction(111）ｏｒａｎｅｘｐｒ巴ssionmcludingkotowhich

shouldbetaughtasapattern,thatis,akoto-structure(193)．

２)ThenumberofdiHbrentkindsofthekoto-structuresextractedfromthe

eighttextswas34Amongthem,onestructurekoto-ga-dekiru,appearedin

6６



seventextsandth正estructuressentence+to-iu-koto（contents)，koto-ni-

suru（decision),ａｎｄ‐ru-koto-ga-aru/J】ajappearedinsixtextsThekoto‐

structuresoccurringwithhigbestfrequencywerenoun-no-kotQ

noun/sentence＋to-ju-koto，koto-ga-dekiru，koto-ni-suru，koto-ni-naru．‐ｔａ‐

koto-gn・aru,‐ru-koto-ga-aru,andAoto-daroo

３）Concernmgsentencepattems,叩～koto-wo＋verb（V)iい'～koto-ga十Ｖ'Ｌ

ａｎｄ１１～koto-顔．al･ｕｍａｉＩｉｓｈｏｗｅｄｈｉｇｈｒａｔｅｓｏｆｕｓａｇｅmthisorderin

Kisaka1s(1988)analysisofnovels,whileinthisstudyofshmshotexts,,,～

koto-da/daroo1ishowedthehighestrateofusage,ｆｂｌｌｏｗｅｄｂｙｉ１～koto-ga＋ＶＭ
ａｎｄｆ１～kot⑨ni＋Ｖ'１．

４）Ｉｎｎｏｖｅｌｓ,'～koto-wo＋Ｖ''，ｄｅｎｏｔｍｇａnmtentionalandsubjective

exprもssion，wasmorehequentthan,,～koto-gzl＋Ｖ"，representmga

spontaneousandnaturalexpressionontheotherhand,mshinshotextsthe

latteroccurredmorefrequentlythanthefbrmer，

５）ｌｎｔｈｅｔｅｘｔｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅａｕｔｈｏｒｅｘｐｌａinedandinterpretedmworkmgm

basedonhisexpenence(ronsetsubunormterpretivewrmtmgstyle)andthe

textinwhichtheauthorexplamedabouthonorificswithspokenlanguage

(explanatorywritingstyle)，,!～koto-gZl＋VmoccurredinfiPequently・Onthe

otherhandmthetextmwhichtheauthordevelopedatheorybasedon

scientificgrounds(scientihcwritingstyle）andanotherinwhichtheauthor

describedonespecihcmatter(descriptivewritingstyle),ｔｈｅstructures''～

jtot,９，＋Ｖ',ａｎｄ''～koto-da/daroo↑loccurredfiPequently、

６)KOtooccurredmonein2sentencesmmate室“kai-no-ningen二kankee，

whjichhadthehighestfrequencyofkoto,ａｎｄｗａｓｕｓｅｄｍｏｎｅｍ６２ｓｅｎｔｅｎｃｅｓ

ｉｎＬＱeigQ-wo-tsu“iAonasULwhichhadthelowest仕equencyofkotoHowever，

therangeofthe仕equencyofuseofAotoinshinshowasｎｏｔａｓｇｒｅａｔａｓｔｈａｔ

ｉｎｎｏｖｅｌｓ、

７)Inthisstudy,threetextswhichshowedalow6Gequencyofkotousewere

writtenmexplanatoryjnterpretiveanddescriptivewritmgstyles,whilethe

remamingfivetexts，withamuchhigherhequencyofkotouse，werein

scientihcwritingstyle

８)Z2La厚shakai二､(とningen二k巫些eand型gLtQ二meInaIHznshjshowedahigh

住equencyofkotouseandtheiraveragesentencelengthwaslongZEe1聖二JYa

tSUk旦止qnaSUshowedalowh･equencyofkotouseanditsaveragesentence

lengthwasshortAccordingly,arelationshipisinfbrredbetweentheuseof

kotoandtheaveragelengthofsentence（ICUJapaneseLanguageProgram）
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