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ＫｅｙＷｂｍＳ：contrastiverhetoric，newspaperrcpoITs，contrastbetweenJapanescand

English,thcfirstparagraph,maintopicsofnewspaperrcports

lthasbeennotcdthatdiffercntlanguagesandgenreshavcdiffCrcntrhetoric

styles、

Ｆｏｒexample,Kaplan（1966）analysedthecompositionswrittenbystudents

learningEnglishasasccondlanguageanddividedthemintofWediiTerentrbctoric

catcgolies、Hinds（1983）studiedthcnewspapercolumns“TbnseiJingo”inAsahi

ShinbunnewspaperandclaimcdthatJapancserhetoricisdiffCrcnthomthcEnglisb

equivalentandJapanescstyleofwriting,“ki-shoo-ten-kctsu",whichdoesn，texist

inEnglish，iswidelyacccptedamongJapanese・ThescstudiesclaimthatdifYerent

languageshavedifferentrhetoricstyles・

Nagano(1983)studied"ＴＶcolumn,，onTVfromthepointof"whenthemain

topicsappear，，andstatedthat,incontrasttowrittcntcxts,maintopicsarelikely(obe

representedtowardsthebeginnｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅ“ＴＶcolumn"､Ｔｈｉｓｓ(udyshowsthatdifferent

genresalsohavedifferemrbctoricstyles・

Ｔｈｉｓthcsisat[cmptstoanalysetherhetoricaldifTCrcncesbetweenJapanesc

andBritishncwspapcrreports・IespeciallyfOcusonthcfimctionsofthcfirst

paragraphsandanalyseLhowmucbofthccontcntsofthemaintopicsarccontainedin

thefirstparagraph,２.howmuchofthecontcntsoftheothcrpara酊aphsarecontained

inthefirstparagraph,３.thcfirstparagraphs，contentsindetails・

AsahiShinbun（hereafterAS)，widelyrcadJapanesenewspapenandThe

Guardian（hereafterGLwidClyreadBritishnewspaperiwcreusedinthisstudy､I

analysed30newspapcrrcportson“EastTimor，sindepcndcntvote，，ｉｎｅａｃｈｎｅｗｓｐａｐｃｎ

ｌｎｔｅｌｍｓｏｆｌ、ｈｏｗｍｕｃｈｏｆｔｈｅｃｏｎｔｅｎｔｓｏｆｔｈｅｍａｉｎｔopicsarecontainedin

thefirstparagraph，approximately80％ofthcfirstparagraphsofAScontainaUthe

maintopicsofASnewspaperreports，whercasapproximately40％ｏｆGonesdo

Consideringtheresultofl.,thefirstparagraphsofbothnewspaperreportscouldhave

differentfilnctionsSoIcategorisedthenrstparagraphsinto6typesaccordingtothese
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twocritelia,“whetherthefirstparagraphscontainthcmaintopics'･ａｎｄ“whetherthe

firstparagraphscontainthecomentsofthcothcrparagraphs"､ASmainlyusestype①，

whichｉｓ“thefirstparagraphscontainallofmaintopicsofnewspaperreportsandalso

containthecontentsoftheotherparagraphs，，．Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，Gmainlyusestype

③ａｎｄ⑥,whichcontainonlythecontentsofmaintopics(orpartofthem)。f
newspaperreports

Next，Istudied2・ｈｏｗｍｕｃｈｏｆｔｈｅｃｏｎｔｅｎｔｓｏｆｔｈｅｏｔｈｃｒparagraphsare

containedinthcfirstparagraphandfbundthatthcfirstparagraphsofAScontain４８％

oftherestofthccontentsofthereportwhereastheGequivalentonlyabout２２％・

Fromthisresult，ｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｓｅｅｍｔｈａｔｔｈｅｆｉｒｓｔｐａragraphsofAScontainmostoftbe

contentsofthemaintopicsofthenewspaperreportsandalsomostofthecontentsof

thcwholcrcport・Consequcntlyrcadcrscangainmuchinfbrmationonnewspaper

rcpolTsonlybyreadingthefirstparagraphsofASIncontrast,Gtendstocontainmuch

lessofthecontentsｏｆｔｈｅｍａｉｎｔｏｐｉｃｓａｎｄｃｏｖｅｒｓｌｅｓｓｏｆthecontcntsofthcwholc

rcpoIt、

Thesedifferencescomehomthcdifferencesofthefimctionsofthcfirst

para画aphseachnewspaperhas・Tbatis,thcfirstparagraphsofASarefUnctionedas

thegeneralcontentsofthcwhole龍port,ａｎｄreaderscanbenefitfromthisrhetoricas

theycangetageneralideaoｆｗｈａｔａｎｅｗｓｐａｐｅｒｌ巳portiswrittenabout，onlyby

readingthefirstparagraphOntheotherhand,thefirstparagraphsofGtendtofOcｕｓ

ｏｎｏｎｌｙｔｈｅｍａｉｎｔｏｐｉｃｓｏｒｐａｒｔｏｆｔhemcompal巳dtoASConsequentlyreaders

understandthcmaintopicsofnewspaperreportsclearlyandthcfirstparagraphsmake

astrongimpressiononreaders、

Finally,Iclassified3・thefirstparagraphs,contcntsindetailandclassifiedtｈｅ

firstparagraphsinto7catcgorics・ManyofthefirstparagraphsofASareclassifiedas

"thecontentsdealingthcmaintopicsandthecontentssummarisingtheother

paragraphs"・ManyofthefirstparagraphsofGareclassifiedas“contentsdcalingthc

maintopics(orpartofthem)",ａｎｄalso,incontrasttoAS,approximately20％ofG

containtheotherelements，ｓｕｃｈａｓ“containingstory-likecontents，，ａｎｄ“abstract

contents",whichareintendedtoattractthereaders，attcntiontoarticles、

Fromtheresultsofl、－３.itbecameevidentthatASandGhavedistinctively

diffCrentfimctions、ThcfirstparagraphsofASarecharacterisedas“givinggcncral

contcmsofnewspaperreports"，ｗｈｅｒｅａｓＧａｓ“stressingonmaintopicsandalso，to

someextentDusingstory-likccontentsandabstractonestoattrac[readers，attention.”

Itcouldbesaidthatoneofthereasonsofthesedifferencespartlycomesh0m

thefactthateachnewspaperreporthasdifferentculturalcharacters､Nishihara,sａｎｄ
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Shibata,Ｔ（1998）suggcstthatJapanesenewspaperagenciesshouIdworkwiththe

motｔｏ“fUhcnfntoo”（no-bias，no-sect）ａｎｄincvitablycallsfbradctached，

non-committal,drydcscriptionwithnopersonaltouchfTomwriters・Ontheotherhand，

ｔｈｅｙnotcinEngIishncwspaperrcports,reportcrssigntheirnamcsandarcrcquiredto

givetheirownpointofｖｉｅｗ，

Applyingmistothisthcsis，ｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｓｃｃｍｔｈａｔｉｎＡＳ，asrcportcrsarconly

rcquircdtowriteobjeclivelywhathappcned,theydon，tcmphasiseoneparticuIar

aspectoftheirownchoiceinthefirstpamgraphsandjus(listthccventsoncbyonc

objcclively､AsaresuIt,thefirstparagraphsgivethegcneralcontentofareporLAsfbr

G，asreportershaveresponsibilitytowritetheirversionofwhathappened，mey

describeonIythemaintopicsintbefirstparagraphsandalsousing“story-likc

contents”ａｎｄ“abstractcontents"，ｔｈｅｙｐｒｃｓｃｎｔｔｈｃｉｒｏｗｎｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｖｉｅｗaboutwhat

haPpcned．

(AichiIntcmationalAcadcmy）
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