
ThreeCaseStudiesofJapaneseLanguageEducation

UsingInterviewsandParticipant-Observation
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ＸどylIwYfs:hcldwoTk,parlicipanl-obscrvalion､non-directiveinterviewmethod・

rapport

TherearctwomaincbaractCristicsofrcscarcbconductedbyJapaneselanguagc

teacbcrs・OncisthatthestartingpointlbrthcrcscarchisIocatcdinthC`cducalionaI

relations､、Thcolbcristheattitudeofmakingthcsludcntsthccentreandtryinglo

grasptheissucswithlhcaimofcontribuIingJapancsclanguageeducation、Qualitalivc

researchintoJapancsclanguageeducationconduclcdbyJapaneselanguageteachcrs

withIheabovccharacteristicstraccsthcfbllowingpath

First,thctcacbcrdcvcIopsaroughthcmc､ａｎｄthcnconducIstext-basedrescarch

andpracticalTcscarchinthefieI｡．Usually,anintcractionbctweenthesc(wotypcsof

inquirydcvclops、Duringthefieldresearchthctcacbcrobscrvcsinlbrmants，(suchas

students,ＣＯⅡcagues,ｏｒotherpeopleconnectcdlolhclicl｡)actionsandwords､aswclI

asthcliclditsclfThen,thedatacoIlectcdin(hcncldarcanaIyscdandintcrprctcd

befblcbeingwrittenupinanethnography．

QuaIitalivcresearchwasoriginalIyamcIhoddcvclopcdinanthropology,ｂｕ【today

isusedineducationandothcrficldsInparticipant-observationtheresearche風while

participatinginIocalactiviticsasamcmbcroflhcgroupbeingstudied,observcswhatis

occurring・Thcintcrvicwmcthoduscdinqualitativeresearchisthenon-dircctive

interview、Usingthismethodquestionsprcparｃｄｉｎａｄｖａｎｃｅａｒｅｎｏｔｐｕｔｔｏｔｈｅ

ｉｎｔＣｒvicwcc；qucstionsaredevelopedwhilcobscrvingtbcinlbrmant，srcactionsuplo

thatpoint．

Theobjcclivcofthispapcrisloconsidcrhowqualitativeresearchmaybcmade

bestuseofinrcscarchingJapaneseIanguagccduca(ion・Wereportourfindingsbased

onthreeresearchexamples．
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Ex」：QualitativcResearchconcemingtbeJapanescLanguageEducationof

Missionarics.(Imai）

Inordcrtorcscarchlbreignmissionaries､useofJapaneseandintcrpcrsonal

communicationlnrstconductcdinterviews・andthenconduclcdHcldworkatSunday

churchscrvices・Iapproachedthehypothesisgeneralionproccssthroughqualilative

rcscarchofbolbofthese、Iconductcdnon-direclivcinterviewswithnincmissionarics

｢cgardingissucslhadfdtinthccducationalconlcxt、Throughanalysisofthedatatbc

missionarics，bclie化regardingmissionaryworkandtbeJapancsclanguagcbecamc

c1car・Also,aslwishedalsotoobservethciractionsinsociaIconlcxtlplanncdIMd

workatSundaychurcbservices、

IattcndcdSundayserviccsonacontinuousbasislbroncycarandlenmonthsand

myinlbrmantsincludedmissionarycouples,Japancseminislcrs,alldpcoplcattcnding

thcscrviccs、ＡｈypothesiswasgeneratedthroughcyclicalrcpcUtionofobservation，

datacollcction,analysisandintcrpretation、WbilcitwascomparalivclycasytoelIbct

cntrytolhcneldandtobuildrapportunderthcconditionsofSundayscrviccsthis

bccamcarcs【rictionwithrcgardtomaintainingdistanccwitbinlbrmantsand

maintainingthevic1Ipointofanobservcr．

Ex､２：TicldWOrkinSupplcmentaryJapancseLanguageEducalion，（YOshida）

ThcstartingpointlbrthisrcsearchwasthequcstionaskcdbysuppIcmcntaIy

volunlccrsatasupplementaryJapaneselanguageschooMorprimaryandmiddIeschool

pupilsnamcly,､HowisittbatthcsecbiIdrenhavclcamlJapancscandprogrcssedso

fh『?，Ｆｒｏｍlhisldevelopcdtheroughquestio､:．IsthcreaconncclionbcIween

cbildrcnWslelevisionvicwingandtbeirlcamingofJapancsc?、

ThcspcciallbatureofthiscxampleisthatthercscarchcrisaJapancsclanguage

supplcmcnlarycducationvoIuntcerandisafilllparticipantinthcIMdarca・Themclhod

thatIcmployedtoavoidcxcessiveburdenonmypupil-infbrmamswas

participant-obscrvationinthescbooLinfbrmalinterviews,inlbrmants，diaries,and

non-dircclivcintcwicws，Thenon-dircctiveinterviewswcrccol1duc(cdwilh

individualinlbmmnts,morcthanoneinfbrmantatatimc,andingroups・lnadditionto

combiningthedalaliominterviewsandparticipant-observalionJconductcdlcxl-bascd

rcscarchandrefinedmyrcsearchtheme

Anadvantageinthisresearchwasthatbclbrecommencingthcrcscarchitsclfl

cnjoycdrclationso｢trustwiththeinfbrmantsHowever・atthcsamctimcarcslriclion

onmyrcscarchwascausedbytheelhicaIissueofinfringingoninlbrmants､privacy．
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Ｅｘ.］：、WhcrcthcprincipaIresearcharcaisovcrscasandtheinfbrmantsarcdivcrsc

（IwazakD

MyresearchindicalesactualconditionoftI1cacccptanccofcuIturaldiHbrel1ccby

JapaneseIanguagctcachcrssentoverscasandclucidatcsthemechanismoflhat

acceptanceAIso,thcstartingpointfbrmvrcscarchismyownexperienceasa

JapaneseIanguageteachcrscntoverseasandmycxpcricnccparticipatinginthc

managcmentofJapaneselanguagcspeechcontcstsoverseas・InitiaⅡy,Iconductcd

quanlitativerescarch・Ｈｏｗｅｖｅｒ,ａｓpeechcontcslisasocialeventandlcametoreaIise

thataqualitativcapproachwasmoreusefnIintIyinglograspintheirsocialcontcxtlhc

interTeIationsofthcdivcrscparticipants(inlbrn]ants:JapancsclanguageteachersiTom

Japan,fiPomtbccountryconcerned,students,judgcs）

MymainrescarchwasconductedwhcnlrctumcdtojudgctwoJapaneselanguage

speechcontestsinthecountⅣtowhichlbadprcviouslybcendispaにhedasaJapancsc

languageteacher・AsacompetitionjudgelsimuItaneouslyparticipatcdandobscrved
evcntsaroumdmc・Also,inordertodiscovermyinbrmants，perceptionsIconductcd

non-directivcintcrvicws,mostofwhichlrccordcdonmini-discsfbrfUtureanalysis，

AlierlcavinganoverseasfieIdthcrcisaphysicaldislanccbetweentheresearchcr

andtheinlbrmants、ThisgavemanvinfbmlanlslhcconlidcncctotalkfiPeelyand

throughthenon-directiveinterviewmethodlwasabletogatherarichbodyofdaIa、

However,ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔherhandthisraisesthecthicalissucon1owtouseinlbrmationwilh

thepotentialtoalYbctinlCrpersonalrelationsamongthcimIbrmantsthemselves，Ａｌｓｏ，

thelengthoftimcthatmaybcspenlonoverseasrcscarchislimited、Oncthconchand

thislimitationofthctimelhattheresearchcrspcndsinthelieIdmeansthathisprcscnce

hasalimitedclY1ectonthesituationinthencld，Onthcothcrhanditcreates

difTicultiesinasscssingvariationbetweenwhalwasobservedandwbatwasdivulgcdin

interviews．

（＊１ＭohammcdVUniversity＊２JapanMissionaTyLanguagelnstituに＊３Ｊapan

lnterna(ionaICooperationCenter;､Imkubab｢anch）
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