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ThesituationofJapaneselanguageinstructorsatKoreanuniversitieｓｉｓｎｏｔ

ｗｅｌｌｋｎｏｗｎｄｅｓｐｉｔｅｔｈｅｆｋｌｃｔｔｈａｔＫｏｒｅａｈａｓｔｈｅｌａｒｇｅｓｔｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆJapaneselanguage

leamersintheworldThissmdyparticularIyfbcusesonnativeJapaneseinstructors

involvedinJapaneselanguageeducationinvanousuniversitiesinKorea

Thepumosesofthisstudyaretodescribethesimationsandissuesofnative

Japaneseinstmctorsandtodiscussqualificationsandresponsibilitiestheyarerequired

tohave

TWomajoreIementsoftheKoreanuniversityeducationsystemhaveahigh

impactonJapaneselanguageeducationThefirstisthedepartmentsystem，whichis

caUed"haA6che"・StudentschoosetheirmajorsintheirsophomoreyearThissystem

mayresultindecliningqualitiesofmajorsmdiesandsmdents，motivationAnother

issueistherelativeevaluationsystemAsaresultofthissystcm,somestudentsenroIlin

JapaneseclassessoleIytotakedifYicultclasses､Studentswhoareactuauyeagertotake

Japaneseclassesmaynotsucceedingettingintotheclasses、

Thissmdyisbasedoninterviewdada(teIephoneandin-person),conductedin

150



March,2001．Thesubjectsarel7Japaneseinstructorsinl3universitiesinKorea

includingjuniorcolIegesTheinterviewsconsistof26questions,includingquestlons

abouttheinstructors，educationaIbackground(theirmajorandlevelofeducation),thei「

expenencesteachingJapaneseIanguageandthccountryofKoreaitselfandthe

qualificationsandresponsibilitiestheyarerequiredtohavefbrtheirrespective
positions、

OuranalysesofthedatashowthcfbIlowingThesubjccts，knowIedgeofand

expenenceinJapanesclanguagceducationisnothigh，althoughallofthemholda

master，sdegreeorabove・Theirunivcrsilicsdonotrequirethcmtohavespecialized

knowIedgcinJapancselanguagceducation･butratherexpecttbemtobemerclyanative

JapanesespeakerwhomsmdentscantalktoinJapanese､Manyofthesubjectsarenot

satisfieｄｗｉththeircurTentsituationsandareconcemcdaboutthefmure・Theirpositions

areunstablebecausemanyofthemarejustinstruclors（albcitlnlltime）orvisiting

profbssorsandthereisａｌｉｍｉｔｔｏｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｙｅａｒｓｉｎｔｈｅirempIoymentcontracts

Unfbrtunately,theconditionso「nativeJapaneseinstructolsinKoreanuniversitiesarc

no(encoumgingasyouseeinthisstudy．

KeystosuccessfilllyimprovingJapaneselanguagceducationinKorean

universitiesareprobabIyinsuringthatins(ructorshaveaclearreasonwhytheywantto

teachinKoreabefbrethcydecidctocomc,Imdingoutspecificarcastheycancontribute

toorJapaneseIanguageeducationintheiruniversityinKorea,andfinalIyhavinga

goodknowledgeofKorcanlanguagecuIturc．
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