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Gradedreaders(GRS）VbcabulaIylist陸vel

Gradedreaders(GRS)arewidelyusedmESL/EFLcla8sesbutthereare

curTentlynoweUdemedseriesofGRsavailablefbrlearnersofJapaneseasa

second/fbreignlanguage・ＴｂＨｌｌｔｈｉｓｇａｐ，afbwteachersandlearnersof

Japanesebegananmdependent,ongoingeffbrttodevelopa仕ameworkfbr

producingsuChmaterial８.Intheprocess,wehaveresearchedEnghshGRs，

andthetheoryandrea1itie8behmdthem・

Inthispaperwebeginwithabriefdiscussionoftheteachingofreading

inJapaneseasasecond/fbreignlanguage・We8uggestthat,especianyatthe

lowerlevelstheco､centrationhasbeenonintensivereadingThisis

contrastedwiththeuseofextensivereading⑱R)LnESIﾉEELeducauon・In

particulmwedi8cu8showERshouldresemblethetypeofpleasurereading

peopledointheirHrstlanguage-WhilesometeachersdomcorporatemdbAzJ

(readaloOmJapanesereadinginBtruction，wearguethatthereare

8igniHcantdiHbrencesbetweentheJapaneseideaof廼土ＡｚＪａｎｄＥＲ・Indoing

so,weoutlinethefUndamentalpropertｉｅｓｏｆＥＲ・

ＷｅｔｈｅｎｄｉｓｃｕｓｓｔｈｅｒｏｌｅｏｆＧＲｓｉｎＥＲａnddescribeourvisionfbr

JapaneseＧＲｓｉｎｔｅｍｎｓｏｆｔｈｅｉｒｄｅｓｉｇｎ・Ourfbcusisonconstructingaclear

丘ameworkfbrleveningGRs・Thjsisdonemainlythroughvocabulaｴｙｃｏｎｔｒｏｌ

ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｇｏａｌｏｆｅnsuringthatthereaderknowsover95％ｏｆｔｈｅｒｕｎｎｍｇ

ｗｏｒｄｓｉｎａｎｙｇｉｖｅｎｔｅｘｔ,WbalsoconsiderhowmanylevelsaseriesBhould

include,howtocontrolgrammarandkzH域howlongtomakethebooks,ａｎｄ

3９



theinclu8ionofglossesandmustrationa

Next，ｗｅｌａｙｏｕｔｔｈｅｏｐｔｉｏｎｓｆｂｒｔｈｅｃｏｎｔｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＧＲａｔｏｕＣｈｉｎｇｏｎ

ｇｅｎｒｅａｎｄｔhechoiceofsimpmednovelsversussimpleori国nalstories､Ｔｂ

date,wehaveproduced38amples,Weincludesomefbedback仕omlearners

whohavereadthese・

ＳｉｎｃｅｍｕｃｈｏｆｏｕｒｅＨｂｒｔｓｏｆｎｒｈａｓbeenmcreatingwordlists，we

describemsolnedetailthelistswehavedevelopedfbrthehr8thve(ofeight）

levels､Thechoiceofthevocabularywehaveincludedtakesintocomideration

theJapaneseLanguageProHciencyTbBtlevels,hequency(homalargebut

datedcorpus),gemBe,andinevitablythemtuitionandexpemenceoftheteam

members、WeanticipatethattheremaininglevelswUlbeguidedmoreby

up･to･dateword･hequencyinfbrmationbPomacorpu8ofpo8t-warJapanese

literature・

Fmanyiweconcludewithanovervlewofwhatremain8tobe

accompUshedanｄｈｏｗｗｅｐｌａｎtomovefbrward・Wehopethatthispaperwm

ralseawm毛nes8oftheneedfbrgradedreadersandextensivereadingmthe

teachingofreadinginJapaneseasasecond/fbreim1anguageandthatitmay

8purpmgressonthese丘onts．
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